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N Rode Sermon 19th July 2015 

‘The Good Shepherd’ 

Jeremiah “3:1-6, Ephesians 2:11-22, Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

You may have noticed from your Service Sheet that our reading from the sixth 

chapter of the Gospel according to St Mark was from verses 30 to 34 and then from 

53 to 56, which means that we have skipped out the two great stories of the 

Feeding of the Five Thousand and Jesus Walking on Water, but these we will come 

back to another day. 

The verses that we have heard tie together particularly well with our other readings 

and Psalm 23 and help us to focus on what is meant by the good shepherd. 

I think that William Barclay in his commentary catches the essence of today’s Gospel 

passage when he wrote “The rhythm of the Christian Life is the alternate meeting 

with God in the secret place and serving men in the market place”. 

Jesus said to his disciples “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest 

a while”. For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 

So what were they looking for, these crowds who clamoured around Jesus, so that 

his disciples had no time to eat? 

Well, the Holy Land had recently changed from a nation of peasants and shepherds 

to tenant farmers, whose hired hands spent a lot of time standing unemployed in 

the marketplace.  So the crowds were looking for leaders who would give them food 

and security. Herod is off in his palace, probably far to the south of Galilee, 

carousing with his cronies, surrounded by pretty girls and beheading prophets. His 

henchmen are grasping bullies and other leaders were more interested in politics 

than in those they were supposed to be caring for. 

Jesus had a reputation as a healer, a brilliant teacher, and a really caring friend. 

Could he be the promised Messiah, the new leader who would be like a good 

shepherd to his people, leading them through the valley of deep shadow to where 

they could find new pasture? The crowd desperately needed to know. They were so 

frantic that they followed Jesus and the disciples and made it impossible for them to 

find somewhere to be quiet and alone. 

To a nation who had originally been herdsmen, shepherding was a very good image 

for the task of a leader. The prophet Jeremiah rebuked the rulers of Israel, saying 

that they were bad shepherds who neglected their sheep. Ezekiel had said that God 

would be their shepherd. And they all knew the twenty third psalm, which says “The 
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Lord is my shepherd”. So if they ever found a perfect shepherd for their nation, 

would he be the Lord God himself, come down to earth in the form of a man? 

Rumours abounded! 

So when the crowds caught up with him, Jesus looked at them with that mixture of 

pity and caring love that we call compassion. We read, “As he went ashore, he saw a 

great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.”  It was his teaching 

about love, God’s love for us and our love for God in return, our love for our 

neighbours for God’s sake, that convinced the crowd that this was the shepherd 

they were looking for. 

At all times and places, whatever the social structure of society, people long for a 

shepherd like that; someone who will comfort his people and care for them, with a 

father’s care and a mother’s love, guiding them, healing their lonely hearts as well as 

their sick bodies, and nourishing them with  love as well as with food. Do we have 

leaders like that today? 

Some people go into politics with a sincere desire to be of service to the public who 

elected them; but there are others who simply seem to want prestige, power and 

money, who fiddle their expenses and spend little time listening to the electorate. 

They oppose each other, often using half-truths or darn right deliberate in-

accuracies, to show their opponents in a bad light, criticising their behaviour and 

their motives, rather than rationally analysing their policies and suggesting better 

alternatives. Leaders of nations have so much to contend with in our fast moving 

complex world, so it is easy for folk to think that little thought is given to the needs 

of those they lead. 

The Church, also, is called to be a kingdom of under-shepherds, leading those 

around us with our wise words, and healing the sick-at –heart with our tender care. 

Can I suggest that in your daily prayers you be mindful of the twenty third psalm, 

thank God that Jesus is a good shepherd to us, and pray that those who are in 

leadership positions over us in church, workplace, local authority and state  -  and 

don’t forget to pray for yourself, that those who look up to you for leadership, in 

whatever circumstances, may see, in you, the compassion that distinguishes the 

good shepherds from the bad ones.   

May you also be mindful of William Barclays thoughts that “The rhythm of the 

Christian Life is the alternate meeting with God in the secret place and serving men 

in the market place”. 

Amen 


