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Nigel Rode Sermon 28th June 2015 
Readings : Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15 & 2:23-24, 2 Cor 8:7-15 and  Mark 5:21-43 
 
Faith and Fear 
 

The Wisdom of Solomon, a book in the Apocrypha, as we have heard this morning says, ”God …. does 

not delight in the death of the living …. for righteousness is immortal.” The creation story suggests 

that God made human beings so that we could live with him in eternity. But we do not understand 

that, so we rebel against God, and the shadow of death hangs over the wonder of human life. We 

Christians believe that Jesus came to earth to reassure us that death is not the end, and to encourage 

us to look forward in hope to eternal life. 

 

This is made clear in today’s Gospel reading where Mark has placed one story inside the other in what 

is sometimes referred to as a ‘Markan sandwich’, where the flavour of the outer story adds zest to the 

inner one and the taste of the inner one is meant to permeate the outer one. The outer story is about 

Jairus, one of the local synagogue presidents, and particularly his 12 year old daughter; the inner story 

is about a much older woman who, for the same twelve years, had suffered severe internal bleeding. 

 

One would imagine that Jairus, the well-respected synagogue official, would not normally wish to be 

seen in the company of Jesus, let alone be seen asking Him to perform healing miracles, but this is 

different. He is distraught at the prospect of his 12 year old daughter dying, so having heard that Jesus 

was in town, he pockets his pride and forgets his fears about religious controversy or political danger 

and pushes his way through the crowd, throws himself at the feet of Jesus and begs him to make her 

well again. Jairus exhibited real humility in his approach to Jesus; he didn’t care about what people 

thought of him, he didn’t care about his status in the community. Instead, he knew that he needed 

Jesus and was prepared to do whatever it took to appeal to Jesus’ sense of compassion. Jesus didn’t 

say “You are asking the impossible!” Instead he started to follow Jairus towards his home and the sick 

daughter.  

 

On the way, a poor woman, who had heard about Jesus, came up behind Jesus and touched his cloak. 

Her medical condition meant that she was an outcast and was not allowed to touch other people.  

Such was her humility that she did not feel worthy of the healing touch of Jesus; she did not feel 

worthy to even speak with Him, but her desire for healing compelled her to come into Jesus’ 

presence, so she reached out and touched the fringe of His cloak. 
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Jesus immediately sensed what was happening; he turned round, made her go public about her 

shameful problems, and then said to her “Daughter, your faith has made you well”. 

 

In showing their humility, both Jairus and the woman were deeply aware of their poverty of spirit, but 

they were still expectant that Jesus would respond to them. Jairus didn’t have deep theological 

understanding, even though he was an official of the synagogue. He didn’t know what to ask for or 

how to phrase it, but he knew that he needed Jesus, so he just posed the question as best he could, 

because he was expectant that Jesus would hear him and respond. The woman for her part says in 

verse 28 “If I touch his clothes, I will be made well”. This is not as bizarre as it may sound, because it 

relates to a deep tradition within Judaism in which clothing was believed to be an extension of the 

personality, so to touch Jesus’ clothes would be to touch Jesus himself.  

 

Just as Jesus said  “Daughter, your faith has made you well”, someone arrived from Jairus’ house and 

reported “Your daughter is dead. Why bother the teacher anymore?” But Jesus overheard the 

message and said to Jairus “Don’t be afraid. Just believe.” 

 

On arriving at the house, Jesus finds many wailing mourners and said “Why do you make a 

commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” They laughed scornfully, but he brought 

her back to life, taking her by the hand saying  in Aramaic, “Talitha cumi”, which means “little girl, get 

up”. Incidentally that scene and saying are depicted in the left hand window of the side chapel. If you 

have not noticed before, then do please take a look after the Service.  

 

So what should we draw from these intertwined stories? Well, the overarching theme is about Jesus’ 

willingness and desire to bring healing to our lives. We all need healing to one extent or another: for 

some, that’s physical healing; for others, that’s healing of memories, healing of relationships or the 

healing that forgiveness brings. The need for healing is common to the human condition and this 

passage gives us a window in to the response of God to our need for healing. It doesn’t give us all the 

answers – no one passage of scripture does that – but we have a window in, and through, these 

stories and there are two common principles that apply to us as we seek healing from God in our own 

lives. 

Firstly, when we ask in prayer for healing, we should follow the examples of Jairus and the woman, 

and do so with humility and expectation. 

Secondly, when we come to Jesus in need, remember that He always responds in compassion. 
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In the stories, sickness was replaced by health, life was given instead of death. The presence of the 

Son of God brought about miracles, in answer to prayer made in fear and faith. 

But I hear you ask ‘What about all the sick people, and parents of sick children, who pray with deep 

faith in God’s love, but their prayers seem unanswered? Perhaps this is to teach us the difference 

between curing and healing; between despair and putting up bravely with what happens to us 

because we trust that the eventual outcome is in God’s hands. God wanted eternal life in heaven for 

everyone, and he gives it to all who pray. But the woman with gynaecological problems died 

eventually, and so did Jairus’ daughter – God did not promise that we should live forever on this 

earth. The miracles which Jesus performed were to teach us that when we die we sleep, and then we 

wake in a better world. Dying is really falling asleep. We should be helping people to understand that 

and have what Mother Teresa called a ‘good death’. Prayer is always answered, but not always in the 

way we wish; God always intended us to live for ever in the world of eternity, where pain and death 

are no more.  

 

Amen 

 


