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NR SERMON 30th March 2014. Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 
John 9:1-16. Healing our Spiritual Blindness 
 
Our Gospel reading this morning is part of an unusually long account of a healing miracle 

that has much to say about seeing and believing and spiritual blindness. The few verses we 

have heard this morning are in themselves a short story of human interest that tells of 

healing, incredulity, fear, confrontation, gratitude, belief and disbelief. 

 

The story unfolds as Jesus and his disciples are walking through Jerusalem on their way to 

the Temple area. They see a man who is blind, in fact, they learn that he has been blind 

from birth. There are many points which this story addresses, and the first is the question 

of suffering. It was the common understanding of the day that when some tragedy or 

illness occurred, it was God’s way of punishing people for their sin. So we are not surprised 

to hear the disciples ask Jesus “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” From the beginning of time people have been trying to understand why there are 

bad things which cause suffering in the world. The great thing about this story is that Jesus 

immediately clears this up for us by saying that this has nothing to do with some sin in this 

man’s life or his parent’s. God is not angry with them and he is not punishing them or the 

world at large. That is not why bad things happen in the world. In fact, in spite of the things 

that happen at times, it is a very good and pleasant world and everyday God shows his love 

and pours out his blessings. 

 

The second thing addressed in this story is : The reality of spiritual blindness. There are two 

kinds of blindness in the story. One is the man who was born with a physical defect of 

blindness. The other is of the Pharisees, the religious folk, who had a spiritual defect and 

were spiritually blind; they tell the man who had been healed that Jesus cannot possibly be 

from God. Why? Because he broke the religious law, and heals on a Sabbath. They miss the 

point that the man’s healing is a miracle; for some reason it doesn’t seem to matter to 

them. The only thing that they think to do is criticise Jesus for doing it on the wrong day. In 

fact, they are not even sure they even believe that the man was healed. 
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But the blind man knew he had been healed; he didn’t understand how, initially he did not 

have a full understanding as to just who Jesus was, but he did understand that he had been 

blind, and now he could see. We now begin to understand that the people who are really 

blind are the religious leaders, the Pharisees. Oh, they had good physical eyes, but they 

were spiritually blind. They approached the whole incident, and Jesus himself, with blind 

eyes. It was wilful blindness not to see what was so obvious. 

 

But the most important message in this story is one that is not so obvious. The third point 

addressed in the story is : The hope of a new world.. It is a somewhat hidden message and 

lies in the answer that Jesus gave to the disciples “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, 

but this happened so that the work of God might be revealed in him”. What Jesus was 

saying is that the work of God in this man’s life will point to something larger that God is 

going to do in the world. In this man’s healing there is the promise of the final healing that 

God will bring to the whole earth. 

 

Jesus healed the blind man saying “As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the 

world”. He had come into the world, he said, not just to heal one man of physical blindness, 

but to enlighten the whole human race. The nations were in darkness of ignorance, because 

they had not seen some basic truths about our relations with each other and with God. 

Jesus came to heal the spiritual blindness, not just of his own people, but of every nation 

under heaven. This couldn’t be achieved in Jesus’ lifetime, but his followers were to spread 

it all over the world down through the ages. It is from that, and as part of that ongoing 

legacy, that it will be a real joy as Hugo and Kaelan are baptised later in this Service. 

 

Alongside that joy, we need in this time of Lent to be mindful not to become as the 

Pharisees, self centred, self righteous, but to have eyes wide open to see what is around us, 

to show compassion and let the Light of Jesus shine through and from us.  

Amen 

 


