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Welcome to the Magazine 

The news is dominated by the election at present which makes me recall 

my Whitehall days. 

In 1992, I was private secretary to the junior health minister for the 

House of Lords.  Other ministers had gone back to their constituencies to 

campaign so only Lords’ ministers were left in Departments.  No major 

announcements can be made during an election period as Departments 

are in ‘purdah’. Election briefing units are set up to cost manifesto 

proposals, and Lords’ ministers have to sign all ministerial 

correspondence.  That was really where my problems started.  My 

minister, yes we really called them that to others, refused to sign the 300 

letters that had accumulated because I had cancelled everything in her 

diary that could be deemed as political (that meant everything). A stern 

word or two from the Permanent Secretary solved that little problem and 

we signed the letters between us, only I had to write on all mine 

‘approved by the minister and signed in her absence, yours sincerely, 

Anne Burnett, Private Secretary’ which took some time. 

But there was not much else to do other than having a good tidy up, 

purging the files (‘weeding’ we called it) and waiting.  If there was a 

change of administration we would have had to work at the weekend 

because they cannot see the previous government’s papers, so all policy 

papers would have been sent back to the originating policy division.  

And what did outgoing ministers miss most?  Their ministerial cars and 

drivers.  (Ministers’ drivers were the best informed people in Whitehall!) 

Anne Burnett  Church Manager and Magazine Editor 

The next magazine will be published Sunday 31st May 

Deadline for contributions Sunday 24th May 
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Christ Church Corner 

New Staff Post: Families’ Networker 

In last month’s magazine full details were given of this new, 15 hours per 
week, paid post at Christ Church.   The purpose of the job continue and 
develop an existing and effective ministry and to respond to the needs of 
our members aged 0-15, and their families. 

 

The following announcement was made in Christ Church at 
the end of the 10am service on Sunday 26th April: 
“The Rector and Vestry of Christ Church are delighted  to 
announce the appointment of Alex Barrett to the new paid 
position of Families’ Networker. 

After a process of advertising across the Diocese, interviews were 

conducted by the Rector’s Warden, the Diocesan Youth and Children 

Officer and a representative of the congregation. Candidates also met with 

the Treasurer and the Rector.  

The panel felt that Alex demonstrated her passion for working with families 

and her exciting ideas for the future of this work at Christ Church. She is 

committed to team working, integrating families into church life and 

involving children more fully in the worshipping life of the church. She also 

brings organisational flair, strategic thinking and a warm, approachable 

personality to the post. With the Vestry’s commitment to this paid role and 

Alex’s experience and vision, the future for young people and their families 

at Christ Church looks bright. It is hoped that this appointment will 

encourage more volunteers from the congregation to help with this 

exciting and developing work.”  

Please hold Alex and the families of Christ Church in your prayers.  

Susan Macdonald   
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What Happens Forty Days after Easter? 

We celebrate the Feast of the Ascension! This is one of the principal 
feasts of the church, held 40 days after Easter, which commemorates the 
moment Jesus ascends into heaven, having reassured the disciples that 
this is necessary and that he’ll send the Holy Spirit.  
In past years we have celebrated this important festival by having a Sung 
Eucharist in the evening.  This year we are going to do something a little 
different, by following a pattern that is common practice in many places 
on this day – communion outdoors followed by breakfast!  
Our usual Thursday 8am said Holy Communion will re-locate from church 
to the Rectory Garden, followed by coffee/tea and croissants.  If the 
weather is not what we might hope it will be, then the service will be in 
church and breakfast in the Rectory. 
And in case you haven’t worked it out Ascension Day falls this year on 
Thursday 14th May!  
 
Intercessions 

At the beginning of February we introduced the practice of including in 
the Sunday 10am Eucharist intercessions, for a three month period,  a 
topic of international importance that no longer appeared in the news 
headlines.   We begin a new three month period on 3rd May and the topic 
for our prayers will be The Boat People of the Mediterranean”.  In April, 
at least five boats carrying almost two thousand migrants to Europe sank 
in the Mediterranean Sea, with a combined death toll estimated at more 
than 1,200 people.   This is only really a news item at times of such 
disasters, but migrants fleeing to Europe is an ongoing situation and will 
continue to be so.   We offer prayers for those fleeing in search of a new 
life, for the situations in the countries they are leaving behind, and for 
the re-settling of the migrants and the countries that will receive them 

Susan Macdonald   
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Book Group 
 

Tuesday 5th May 7.30pm 
The Language of Flowers - Vanessa Diffenbaugh  
 

The Victorian language of flowers was used to express emotions: honeysuckle 
for devotion, azaleas for passion, and red roses for love. But for Victoria 
Jones, it has been more useful in communicating feelings like grief, mistrust 
and solitude. After a childhood spent in the foster care system, she is unable 
to get close to anybody, and her only connection to the world is through 
flowers and their meanings. 
Now eighteen, Victoria has nowhere to go, and sleeps in a public park, where 
she plants a small garden of her own. When her talent is discovered by a local 
florist, she discovers her gift for helping others through the flowers she 
chooses for them. 
The Language of Flowers is a heart breaking and redemptive novel about the 
meaning of flowers, the meaning of family, and the meaning of love. 
 

Tuesday 2nd June   
The Thread – Victoria Hislop (author of The Island and The Return) 
Thessaloniki, 1917. As Dimitri Komninos is born, a devastating fire sweeps 
through the thriving Greek city where Christians, Jews and Muslims live side 
by side. Five years later, Katerina Sarafoglou's home in Asia Minor is 
destroyed by the Turkish army. Losing her mother in the chaos, she flees 
across the sea to an unknown destination in Greece. Soon her life will 
become entwined with Dimitri's, and with the story of the city itself, as war, 
fear and persecution begin to divide its people. 
Thessaloniki, 2007. A young Anglo-Greek hears his grandparents' life story for 
the first time and realises he has a decision to make. For many decades, they 
have looked after the memories and treasures of the people who were forced 
to leave. Should he become their next custodian and make this city his home? 
 

New members welcome.  
These books are available on loan from the local library/from Morningside 
Book shop/cheaply from Amazon.  
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100 years ago - Christ Church at war 
 

May 1915 

From the earliest months of the war, Christ Church had 

maintained a list of the men serving in the forces, and from 

time to time the list is printed in the magazine. In May 1915, 

there were 90 names on the list, 10 of whom are listed on the 

War Memorial tablet in the side chapel. At this stage of the 

war, all were still alive, except for Corporal Frank Black of 

the 5th Royal Scots (no relation to the incumbent, Rev C M 

Black).  

An obituary for Frank Black had appeared in February's 

church magazine: he was killed on 27th January 1915, aged 

19, when he was accidentally knocked down by a train near 

Musselburgh while on manoeuvres. Before the war, he had 

been training as a locomotive engineer. 

His commanding officer wrote that 'Corporal Black was one of 

our most promising NCOs, and his death is a real loss to the 

regiment'. He was buried with full military honours on 

Saturday, January 30th, in Morningside Cemetery. According 

to the magazine 'A large concourse of people lined the streets 

during the funeral procession. The Rector of Christ Church 

said the funeral office.' 

Helen Williams 

Archivist  
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Pentecost 2015 

 

Sunday 
May 24th 2015 

The Church’s Birthday! 
We are going to celebrate with a birthday party! 

 so……. 

♦Wear something RED to church  

♦Bring a wrapped gift – See IDEAS LIST 

♦Enjoy Birthday cake and refreshments in the Church Hall while children open 

the presents 

♦Enter into the spirit of Pentecost – join in the fun and fellowship and give 

thanks for our many blessings 
 

IDEAS LIST FOR WRAPPED GIFTS 

Eco-Friendly & Fairtrade products where possible please! 

Ground Coffee or Tea from One World Shop 
Kitchen Roll Surface Wipes 
Paper Napkins  Long Matches 
Dusters Liquid Hand Soap 
Pan Scourers Black Bin Bags 
Goddard Silver Polish   
Maas Brass Polish (available from Lakeland) 

Jay Cloths 
Black “biro” pens 

 

Or, DONATIONS to the Treasurer towards   

 Garden Supplies 

 DIY Supplies 

 Hospitality Events  
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Christian Aid Week. 
 

 

How we at Christ Church and Holy Corner can 
help transform the lives of women like Loko in 
Ethiopia. 
 “Help the poor to help themselves” is the 
slogan for Christian aid week this year 
illustrated by stories of two village women in 
Ethiopia.  To find out more: 

 attend our Christian Aid  Sunday Service 
on 10 May at 10am held jointly with 
Morningside United Church  

 collect a copy of the new Christian Aid 
Magazine  

 

 

How can you help?  
BOOK SALE at MUC 9-16 May   

 If you have not already done so, then 
please take a flier or two to hand to friends 
and neighbours 

 take your spare books and CD’s to 
MUC , and encourage others to do the 
same 

 offer to help with the sale.  We are 
particularly looking for volunteers to help 
serve tea and coffee on the afternoon of 
Saturday 9 May.  Volunteer forms are 
available at the back of the Church  

 attend the book sale and buy 
generously  
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OTHER FUNDRAISING: 
 

A PLEA FOR DONATIONS TO REPLACE HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTION  

Unlike previous years, we have reluctantly decided not to participate in 

this.  Our neighbourhood,  with the many flatted dwellings, is just not 

conducive to this kind of fundraising, and our faithful but declining team 

of volunteers all felt that for each of the few helpful contributions 

collected, 10 other people had either been annoyed, or simply ignored 

the envelope.  

SO THIS YEAR WE MUST RELY MORE HEAVILY ON DIRECT DONATIONS 

FROM THE CONGREGATION AT CHURCH AND FROM PEOPLE ATTENDING 

THE BOOK SALE. 

Donation envelopes will be 
available in Church at the services 
on Christian Aid Sunday, and in the 
Church Centre. If you cannot attend 
Church on Sunday May 10th we 
hope you will make a donation on -
line, by phone or collect an 
envelope from the Church and, of 
course, the money raised during 
Christian Aid week will help support 
Christian Aid’s work not just in 
Ethiopia, but through many actions 
to eradicate poverty and promote 
justice right across the world. 
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OTHER LOCAL CHRISTIAN AID EVENTS IN MAY  

 

Malawi Mothers Exhibition.  Sat 9 - Sat 16 May: Mayfield Salisbury 

Church, 18 West Mayfield  Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ .Learn about the lives of 

women who know only too well how challenging it is to be pregnant and 

give birth in Malawi; a country with one of the worst maternal health 

rates in the world.  Edinburgh-based photographer, Robert Ormerod, 

travelled with Christian Aid Scotland to record these women’s stories. In 

a series of moving images and powerful quotes, 12 women share their 

experiences from one of the hardest places to be a mum. But their 

stories are not without hope. The exhibition highlights the work of 

Christian Aid partners who are supporting communities and saving lives 

in the Karonga District, northern Malawi. 

 

Saturday 23 May, 10am-2pm Morningside and Fairmilehead 

Churches Christian Aid Group's annual Spring Fair at Morningside Parish 

Church. Admission free to Stalls including tombola, plants, books, 

DVDs/CDs, home baking &preserves, jewelry and the Breadshare Bakery. 

Refreshments available will include soup & bread. Entertainments 

include Aileen Paterson reading one of her Maisie of Morningside stories 

at 10.45am; a plant forum with Ian Service of the Royal Caledonian 

Horticultural Society from 11am; a display of magic at 11.30 from Bill 

McGillivray; a performance of organ and choir at 12.20pm from Morley 

Whitehead and the Morningside Parish Church choral scholars, and a 

display of early Morningside photos by Bill Smith. 
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From The Rector 
 

Dear Friends 

A tale of two sunrises 

 

 

Very early on Easter morning, along with others from Christ Church and 

Morningside United Church, I climbed Blackford Hill to celebrate the first 

communion of Easter.   Everything was shrouded in mist so we had to 

rely on our memories and imaginations to picture the city we knew lay 

below us, and the hills and sea in the distance!   That is until we were in 

the midst of sharing communion when,  in what felt like a split second 

the sun rose and literally burst through, dispelling the mist around us.  It 

was a spine tingling moment, causing us to stop and gaze at the 

transformation of the landscape around us, a vivid reminder of the 

meaning of resurrection.  
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Later that same Easter Day, in my email inbox, was the photograph 

below.  Quite a contrast from the one on Blackford Hill.  This was from 

Elspeth Strachan, a former staff member of Christ Church and currently 

in the West Bank, where she has been sent by Quaker Peace & Social 

Witness (QPSW) as an ecumenical accompanier serving on the World 

Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in 

Palestine and Israel (EAPPI). 

Elspeth took this photograph at 6am on Easter Day.  The land pictured 

was once an olive grove. 

 

 

 

We pray for Elspeth, and for the peoples of Palestine and Israel,  that the 

day will soon come  when the sun will not just shine through the barbed 

wire but will literally dispel it, the land will be transformed,  and the 

peoples who live there will prosper.  

Blessings 

Susan Macdonald   
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Journeys in Faith 

       May    

SUNDAYS    

11.30am to 12.30pm in the Church Centre  
 

3rd May   
'The Situation of the Christian Communities in Palestine-Israel Today' 
 A talk and discussion led by Anne Clayton (Friends of Sabeel UK).  The Sabeel 
Ecumenical Liberation Theology Centre is one of the charities currently supported 
by Christ Church.  
 

17th May    
‘Studying and worshipping with the First Nation People of Canada’ A talk and 
discussion led by Jean Williams, member of Christ Church   
 

31st May    
‘Celebrating Volunteering’    
The Bishop will be with us for the 10am Sung Eucharist during which we will 
celebrate all we give as individuals as we volunteer in different ways in the  wider 
community.   At coffee time in the hall we will be celebrating the many different 
ways we volunteer within the life of Christ Church.  

 

WEEKDAYS  
 
 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR IN THE CHURCH CENTRE  
The Wednesday Reflection Group starting with coffee at 10.15 am in the Church 
Centre.   
 

For further information about any of the above events, or to make suggestions for 
future events,  please contact the Journeys in Faith Planning Group 

Hugh Goddard, Susan Macdonald and Alan Shotter 
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Events 

Sex, War and Painting or The Bible is NOT enough 
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Virtue (and a few vices) in art 

  
Booking form overleaf 
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Booking Form 

Virtue (and a few vices) in art May-June 2015 

The cost of the course —four lectures plus refreshments— is £25. There 

is no deduction for part-attendance. The venue is the Royal Over-Seas 

League, 100 Princess Street, Edinburgh: www.rosl-edinburgh.org 

Name………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………Post Code ……………………. 

Email:………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Tel. No………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Please register and pay in advance by12 May. You can register by post 

using this form, personally at the Diocesan Office (address below), or by 

email. 

Cheques payable to ‘Edinburgh Diocesan Synod’. 

Adventures in Faith, Diocese of 

Edinburgh, 21a Grosvenor 

Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EL. 

Email: adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org  

Web: www.dioceseofedinburgh.org 

http://www.rosl-edinburgh.org/
mailto:adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org
http://www.dioceseofedinburgh.org/
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Lectionary Readings for May  
 

3rd May 
5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8.26-40 
Psalm 22.24-30 
1 John 4.7-21 
John 15.1-8 

10th May 
6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 10.44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5.1-6 
John 15.9-17 

14th May 
Ascension Day 

Acts 1.1-11 
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 
Ephesians 1.15-23 
Luke 24.44-53 

17th May 
7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1.15-17,21-26 
Psalm 1 
1 John 5.9-13 
John 17.6-19 

24th May 
Pentecost 

Acts 2.1-21 or Ezekiel 37.1-14 
Psalm 104.25-35,37 
Romans 8.22-27 or Acts 2.1-21 
John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15 

31st May 
Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6.1-8 
Psalm 29  
Romans 8.12-17 
John 3.1-17 

 



Ch r is t  Ch u r c h  Ca le n da r  

17 

Christ Church Calendar 

“A” Group Programme 2015 
 
 

6th June – Ben Vorlich and Stuc a'Chroin.   Starting on the south shore of 
Loch Earn, a 4-kilometre walk up Glenvorlich and then more steeply up 
the north shoulder of Ben Vorlich will add a further Munro to your list. 
Splendid views over Loch Earn and across to the mountains to the North 
can be had. The route onwards to Stuc a'Chroin is rockier,  but will add 
yet another Munro to your list and reward you with further vistas to the 
South.  Distance13.5 kilometres; Ascent 1145 metres. OS Sheet 51   
 
 
 

4th July –  Laraig Ghru.   Probably the best known hill pass in Scotland; 
rising to an altitude of 835 metres and connecting Speyside and Deeside. 
The long walk is rewarded by magnificent views through the pass to the 
distant mountains and the sense of oppression of the massive 
surrounding mountains crowding the pass. Rothiemurchus Forest and the 
Forest of Mar are additional treats.  Distance 30.5 kilometres; Ascent 810 
metres. 
 
 
 

1st August – The Lowther Hills. This walk takes in Green Lowther, Lowther 
Hill and East Mount Lowther. Setting off from Wanlockhead at an altitude 
of 467 metres much of the climbing is already done. The gradients are 
shallow and some of the walk is on a private tarmac road. There are 
panoramic views from the summits which are the highest in the area. 
Distance 11.5 kilometres; Ascent 541 metres. OS Sheet  
 
 
 

Here is an opportunity over the next three months to make a start on the 
Southern Upland Way which traverses 340 kilometres of the country from 
the North Sea to the Irish Sea: 
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5th September – Cockburnspath to Abbey St. Bathans. The eastern end 
of the Way is a varied walk on clifftop, farmland and forestry. Pease 
Bridge and Cove Harbour are notable  sights on the route. Distance 18 
kilometres.  Ascent 230 metres. OS Sheet 67  
 
 

3rd October – Abbey St. Bathans to Longformacus. This section of the 
Way runs beside the Whiteadder River then diverting through woods to 
eventually run alongside the Dye Water to Longformacus. Distance 12 
kilometres; Ascent 210 metres. OS Sheet 67    
 
 

7th November – Longformacus to Lauder. This longer section of the Way 
takes us past the Watch Water Reservoir to Twin Law with its distinctive 
cylindrical cairns with open views to the South. The path continues across 
open moorland to Braidshawrig and Lauder.   Distance 25 kilometres; 
Ascent 560 metres. OS Sheets 67,73   (A. Shotter; 0131 221 0505, S. 
Green; 0131 447 9783) 
 
 

5th December – Pentlands walk; starting from Fairmilehead a walk with 
panoramic views over the Forth Estuary and east across the Lammermuir 
Hills to the North Sea. Distance  10 kilometres;  Ascent 500 metres. OS 
Sheet 66  
 
“B” Walkers Programme 2015 
 

May 16th   Lamington   12 Miles 
 

June 20th Upper Tweed Valley   8 miles    
 

July 18th Morebattle to Kirk Yetholm   8 miles  
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August 15th  Traquair    7 miles  

 

September 19th Falkirk Wheel and the Kelpies 8 miles  

 

October 17th   Earlston circular   8 miles   

 

November 21st  Coastal walk   7.5 miles  

 

December 12th Roslin Glen 6+ miles    
 

Please contact the named organiser by the preceding Thursday so 

transport can be arranged.  We share petrol costs.  New walkers are 

always welcome.  For more information, please contact named organiser, 

Jill Gregory or bwalkers@6a.org.uk 
 

Dates for 2015 

Saturday 30th May Church Outing to Tweed Valley - see page 9 

Sunday 24th May Pentecost 

Sunday 31st May Bishop at Christ Church: Celebrating Volunteering 

Sunday 21st June Annual BBQ with Young Church 

Wednesday 8th July Strawberry Lunch 

Sunday 4th October Harvest 

Sunday 1st November Annual Meeting and Lunch for Area Visitors Area 
Visitor Supporters and Pastoral Visitors  

Sunday 15th November Focus on UK Charities supported by Christ Church 

Sunday 29th November Annual General Meeting  

  

mailto:bwalkers@6a.org.uk
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Every Week at Christ Church 

Sunday Services 

8.00am  Holy Communion (1929) 

10.00am Sung Eucharist (1982) 

With Crèche and Young Church 

Followed by coffee & the One World Shop in the hall 

11.30am 

 

 

11.40am 

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday – Journeys in Faith 

Theological or Topical Discussion or Workshop in the 

Church Centre 

2nd Sunday  Silent Prayer in the side chapel 

6pm  Evening Service (see below) 

Sunday Evening Services (in the Church Centre)  

Normal pattern, exceptions as announced 

First Sunday Creative Space 

A service of readings, music and silence  

Second Sunday Prayer in the style of Taizé  

Third Sunday Open Table – an informal communion service 

Fourth Sunday Sung Compline – gently chanted night prayer 

Fifth Sunday Choral Evensong (in the church) 

 or Service in the Centre as advertised 
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Weekdays at Christ Church 

 

Monday  

8am  Morning Prayer and Holy Communion  
1pm 1st and 3rd  Mondays: Knitting Group  
6pm Evening Prayer 
Tuesday 

8am Morning Prayer and Holy Communion   

10.15am 3rd week in the Centre – Holy Corner Carers Group 

2pm Quilting Group  

2pm 4th Week: Mothers’ Union  at a member’s home 

6pm Evening prayer 

7.30pm 1st week:   Book Group 

2nd Week:  Mothers’ Union in the Centre 

Wednesday    

8am Morning Prayer and Holy Communion  

10am Gardening Group weather permitting 

10.15am Reflection Group, Quiet Room, the  Centre (not 2nd week) 

11am Holy Communion  

2.30pm 2nd Week: Afternoon Communion followed by tea (Cameo) 

6pm Evening Prayer 

Thursday 

8am  Morning Prayer and Holy Communion 

6pm Evening Prayer, preceded by quiet time from 5.45pm 
7.30pm Choir Practice in the Church  

Friday 

8am Morning Prayer and Holy Communion  

9.45-11am Play & Praise :  

For birth to school age and their carers in the Centre 

6pm Evening Prayer 
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Who’s Who 

Staff 

Rector:    Very Revd. Susan Macdonald  

Associate Priests:   Revd Maggie Rode and Revd Nigel Rode 

Assistant Priest:   Revd Imre Katay-Fodor 

Director of Music:   Dr Michael Green 

Families’ Networker:  Alex Barrett 

Church Manager:  Anne Burnett 

Office Assistant:  Christine Johnson 
 

 

Office Bearers and Vestry Members 

Rector’s Warden Ex Officio Vestry Lindsay Graham 
People’s Warden Ex Officio Vestry Robin Morris 

Treasurer Ex Officio Vestry Kenneth Ramage 
Vestry Secretary Ex Officio Vestry Linda Brown 
Factor  Michael Herriott 
Lay Representative Ex Officio Vestry Howard Moody 

Elected Vestry Members:  Hugh Goddard, Mike McNamee, Alan Shotter,  

Mary Snow and Stuart Valentine 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office is normally open: 
Monday to Thursday 9am-3pm and Friday 9am to 1pm. 

General Enquiries: including for all events in the magazine: admin@6a.org.uk 
Booking Enquiries: bookings@6a.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

No charge is made for this magazine or for ‘Inspires’ but contributions to the Treasurer are 

always acceptable.  An envelope marked Magazine may be placed on the offering plates.   


