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Welcome to the Magazine 

I have made some changes to the format of the magazine this month.  

Please let me know what you think and if you like the use of different 

fonts (email: manager@6a.org.uk). 

 

I have not made any new year’s resolutions mainly because I know I 

won’t keep them.  Neither do I tend to give up something for Lent for the 

same reason.  But I have been and am being challenged by the current 

sermon series at St Paul’s and St George’s (York Pace) and its 

accompanying book – Soul Keeping by John Ortberg.  The core message is 

about taking care of our inner being.  Ortberg says we shouldn’t talk to 

ourselves but we should talk to our souls. (I talk to myself all the time but 

not to God all the time.)  We need, he argues, healthy souls getting rid of 

anything that impedes our walk with God.   

He also talks about the difference between being busy (external) and 

being hurried (internal) – if we are busy we have a full schedule and 

many activities and it is physically draining.  The ‘hurried effect’ is we are 

preoccupied, unable to be fully present and spiritually drained.  It makes 

us unavailable to God.  When he asked Dallas Willard, his mentor, how to 

have a healthy soul, he responded with a single sentence: “You must 

ruthlessly eliminate hurry from your life.” I have still not worked out 

quite what that means.   
 

Anne Burnett 

Church Manager and Magazine Editor 

The deadline for the next magazine will be published Sunday 1st March  

Deadline for contributions Sunday 22nd February.
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Letter from the Clergy 

Dear Friends 

Have you ever asked the question “What is prayer?”  Michael Ramsey, 

former Archbishop of Canterbury, said that all prayer “is simply being 

with God, and intercession is to be with God, with people on your heart”. 

When we offer our prayers of intercession, wherever and whenever that 

may be,  we are holding before God the world in all it’s beauty and 

brokenness and people in any kind of need or distress, and in doing so 

bending our will to God’s will for healing and wholeness for all people 

and the whole of creation. 

There are of course many situations and many people to pray for, and in 

this age of instant communication we are bombarded with situations for 

which we may feel a desire, or even a “burden on our heart”, to pray for.  

However too often, and such a situation quickly disappears from the 

news and something else of equally great need takes its place.   This of 

course not reduce the need or the desire to continue our prayers of 

intercession for these situations, and one way of responding to this in our 

public worship is by every Sunday at 10am for a three month period 

praying week by week for a situation that has more or less fallen out of 

the news.    

From now until the end of the April this will be for  the school girls 

kidnapped in April last year by the Boko Haram in Nigeria.   We 

remember the words of Isaiah (43.1) that God has call each one of us and 

each one of these girls by name, and they are God’s.   I commend them 

to your prayers.  

Blessings 

Susan Macdonald  Rector  
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Please choose a name 

and remember that 

girl and her family in 

your prayers 
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Christ Church Corner 

Lectionary Readings for the Eucharist for February 
 

February 1st 

Candlemas 
Malachi 3:1-5  
Psalm 84. 
Hebrews 2:14-18   
Luke 2:22-40   

February 8th 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-12, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

February 15th 

Sunday before Lent 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
Psalm 30 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
Mark 1:40-45 

February 18th 

Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-18 
John 8:1-11 

February 22nd 
1st Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:9-15 

March 1st 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 17.1-7,15-16 
Psalm 22.22-30 
Romans 4.13-25 
Mark 8.31-28 or Mark 9.2-9 
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Carers Event 

Christ Church Pastoral Coordinator Team (Maggie Rode, Nigel Rode and 

Elizabeth Pearson) invite all who are in a caring role, be that regularly for 

someone close to you or more occasionally for a friend or neighbour to 

come to an event on Tuesday 24th February from 10am to Noon in the 

Church Centre for an opportunity to share experiences and explore ways 

that Christ Church may support you in this role. Please sign up at the back 

of church. 

Calling All Gardeners! 

 

This year's gardening at the church begins on 
Wednesday 4th March - weather permitting.  

 
New members are urgently needed to join the Gardening Group either 

on an occasional or regular basis. We garden on Wednesdays from about 

10 until about 12 (including time for a cuppa and a chat). Contact the 

office for details. 

Used Stamps 

I need your used postage stamps to help the diocese of Lesotho, one of 

the poorest in Africa. All foreign and British commemorative stamps are 

suitable. Ordinary British first and second class are not useful, but 

Scottish stamps with the Queen’s head in the top right hand corner are. 

All stamps should be neatened with a quarter of an inch of paper round 

them.  The stamps are sold in this country and the proceeds then sent 

to  Lesotho. I have just received a postcard from Mr Wood, the organizer, 

to thank us for our last consignment of stamps, and to tell us that the 

total which was raised last year was £294.Please put your stamps in the 

wooden box on the table at the back of church. Thank you so much.  

Jean E.S. Williams  
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Book Group 
 

Tuesday 3rd February 2015 at 7.30pm in the church centre 
The Land of Decoration: Grace McCleen.  All Welcome 
 

Tuesday 3rd March 2015. The Secret River: Kate Grenville 

 

The Secret River is part of a trilogy about early Australia 
(along with The Lieutenant, and Sarah Thornhill). 
It is set in the early nineteenth century, on what was 
then the frontier: the Hawkesbury River, fifty miles 
beyond Sydney. 

William Thornhill, an illiterate Thames bargeman and a man of quick 
temper but deep feelings, steals a load of timber and is transported to 
New South Wales in 1806. Like many of the convicts, he's pardoned 
within a few years and settles on the banks of the Hawkesbury River. 
Perhaps the Governor grants him the land or perhaps he just takes it - 
the Hawkesbury is at the extreme edge of settlement at that time and 
normal rules don't apply.  However he gets the land, it's prime riverfront 
acreage. It looks certain to make him rich. 

There's just one problem with that land: it's already owned. It's been part 
of the territory of the Darug people for perhaps forty thousand years. 
They haven't left fences or roads or houses, but they live on that land and 
use it, just as surely as Thornhill's planning to do.  They aren't going to 
hand over their land without a fight. Spears may be primitive weapons, 
but settlers know that they can kill a man as surely as a ball of lead from 
a musket. As he realises all this, Thornhill faces an impossible choice.  The 
decision he makes is with him for the rest of his life. 

From Kate Grenville’s website 

This book is available on loan from the local library/from Morningside 
Book shop/cheaply from Amazon.  
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New Vestry 

Vestry and Office Bearers 
 

Rector and Chair of Vestry      Susan Macdonald 

(and ex officio member of all committees)    

Treasurer (ex officio) appointed annually by vestry    Kenneth Ramage 

Secretary (ex officio) appointed annually by vestry   Linda Brown  

Lay Representative (ex officio)       Howard Moody 

elected annually at AGM or other appointed time 

Rector’s Warden (ex officio) appointed annually at AGM Lindsay Graham 

People’s Warden (ex officio elected annually at AGM Robin Morris  

Elected Members (four year term) 

(2011)   Hugh Goddard  

(2013)   Mike McNamee, Alan Shotter and Mary Snow 

(2014)   Stuart Valentine  

Other Office Bearers appointed by Vestry  

Factor: Michael Herriott  Health and Safety Officer: Stuart Valentine 

Data Controller: Michael Green PVG Co-ordinator: Anne Burnett 

Archivist: Helen Williams 

From the UKOSC….. 

Torrential rains have caused havoc in Malawi in recent weeks, with 

nearly 200 people dead and 200,000 people displaced having lost their 

homes. Particularly with our past connections with Malawi, having 

supported projects there, the Committee felt it was important to use the 

emergency funds to donate to the appeal for the floods.  

Christ Church has given £500 to EMMS International, and the UK 

government has promised match funding, which means our donation will 

be worth £1000. If you are interested in more information about EMMS’s 

work in Malawi, their website – www.emms.org - has a lot of 

information, including a prayer focus for the floods.  

http://www.emms.org/
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News and Reviews 

I have written, preached and spoken in other contexts about my 

concern about the many inequalities in our society – be that 

because of gender, race, age, faith or sexuality. With this in mind 

I commend to you the following article written by Anderson 

Jeremiah, former Associate Priest at Christ Church. 

Susan Macdonald, Rector 

A tale of two bishops, tainted by Church misogynists 

https://theconversation.com/a-tale-of-two-bishops-36670 

 

Author: Anderson Jeremiah 
Lecturer in World Christianity at 

Lancaster University 

 

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT  

Anderson Jeremiah is an ordained 
clergy in the Church of England. 

 

Provides funding as a Founding 
Partner of The Conversation UK. 

lancaster.ac.uk/ 

 

 
 

As the first woman bishop prepares for her consecration on 

January 26, a row has erupted over another high-profile 

consecration scheduled for the following week. Libby Lane will  

  

https://theconversation.com/a-tale-of-two-bishops-36670
http://theconversation.com/profiles/anderson-jeremiah-148628
http://theconversation.com/profiles/anderson-jeremiah-148628
http://theconversation.com/profiles/anderson-jeremiah-148628
http://theconversation.com/institutions/lancaster-university
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become bishop of Stockport in the Diocese of Chester in a 

ceremony that will see the Church of England becoming one of 

the last established protestant churches to allow women into 

every aspect of leadership. 

It is a momentous event for the Church. Unfortunately, Philip 

North, the second figure in this tale of two bishops, doesn’t 

quite see it that way. 

North, who will become bishop of Burnley on February 2, is 

from the traditionalist stable and is against allowing women 

bishops. North seems to have proved himself as a grassroots 

worker but his views on women in leadership positions and the 

arrangements apparently being made for his consecration have 

initiated fresh debate about the compromises made by the 

church authorities as it gives top roles to women. For one 

commentator it is “one step forward and two giant leap 

backwards for the English episcopate”. 

There were reports that an internal circular was sent to all the 

bishops in December in preparation for these two 

consecrations. It told the bishops participating in the 

consecration of Lane that they should exercise “gracious 

restraint” from laying on hands during the consecration of North 

the following week. 

This, for many, revived the long held idea of “taint”. Those 

bishops who laid hands on Lane should not also touch North in 

his ceremony as they might be considered tainted by Lane. 

According to the provisions made by the General Synod anyone  

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/media/2011210/gs%20misc%201079%20-%20women%20in%20the%20episcopate.%20a%20note%20from%20the%20archbishops.pdf
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who ordains women as priests or bishops is polluted or sullied 

as a result and is therefore “unacceptable” to those opposed. 
 

Following outcry, Sentamu issued a letter in the hope of calming 

concern. But far from answering to allegations of discrimination 

that had been levelled at him, Sentamu gave convoluted 

explanations that simply raised more questions.  

In his letter, he claimed that he himself has ordained both 

women priests and male traditionalist bishops. That, he seems 

to think, would put paid to the suggestion that traditionalist 

bishops like North would object to his tainted hands. 

But if that were the case, you have to wonder why he made the 

extraordinary request for “gracious restraint” in his letter in the 

first place and, indeed, why Sentamu himself will not be laying 

hands on North. 

 

 

Although Sentamu denies there is a 

theology of “taint” behind his 

decision, he fails to explain why 

restraint – be it gracious or not – was 

even considered by a progressive 

bishop who fought for the legislation 

to allow women in to the episcopate. 

If it is not informed by a theology of 

taint, what theology is it? 

In this case, the request for “gracious restraint” sounds a lot like 

a new form of untouchability. It seems that the possibility of 

having women in the highest leadership positions came at the 

expense of limiting that role.  

https://62e528761d0685343e1c-f3d1b99a743ffa4142d9d7f1978d9686.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/files/69901/area14mp/image-20150123-24505-f7t0e3.jpg
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It took more than a century of concerted campaigning for 

equality in the church to bring in the legislation that led to 

Lane’s nomination in 2014. The change came two decades 

after the first ordination of women priests. 

Lane and other women may be able to become bishops, but it 

seems only in the eyes of some Anglicans. This incident evokes 

memories of deep-seated prejudice that excludes certain 

sections of the society, as in the socio-religious caste system. 

Are women bishops, and those who lay hands on them during 

consecration, the new untouchables? 

Inclusion at the expense of equity seems suspicious. Laying on 

of hands is a significant liturgical and theological practice within 

Anglican worship. Requesting bishops to refrain from doing it 

amounts to blatant discrimination, even if the archbishop claims 

that it is only an act of prayer and not politics. 

Some argue that the move is an act that institutionalises 

misogyny. If the Church of England really values its new woman 

bishops, why would it still allow for this divisive ideology to be 

recognised? In a secular setting, no institution could get away 

with such a move. 

Instead of moving forward as a church, these safety valve 

mechanisms are ways by which archaic misogynistic views are 

perpetuated – even as the archbishops tout their plans for a 

complete reformation of the church. 

All things considered though, we should not let this tainted 

politicking overshadow the significant step of women being 

embraced as leaders in the church  
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Christ Church Catering Team for Bethany Night Shelter 

 

It was a dark, cold, windy, rainy night when the Christ Church 

team set out to prepare a welcome and hot meal at a church in 

Comely Bank for folk who had nowhere else to go on that cold 

night.  In fact the team was divided into two parts with the 

expert chefs arriving early at the church to start cooking and the 

remainder arriving later to set up the dining room. 

Once the Bethany staff had organised the sleeping mats in 

another hall, and before the arrival of the folk, the Bethany 

Team leader invited all helpers to a quiet devotional time.  He 

read the 23rd Psalm.  Relating to the words of the psalm, he 

spoke movingly of how the people who will come to dinner will 

seem to have lost the Good Shepherd in their lives, and if in a 

small way we could show that we cared for them that will mean 

a lot to them. 

When the folks began to arrive they were cold and wet and 

greatly welcomed a warm cup of tea or coffee.  This was 

followed by ample helpings of a wonderful beef stew and then 

summer berry crumble.  The catering team did a wonderful job 

and the food was much enjoyed.  
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A specific donation had provided wrapped presents for 

everyone, warm socks for the gents and gloves for the ladies.  

These were greatly appreciated but none more so than one of 

the two ladies who was absolutely enchanted by the elegant red 

gloves and went around showing how chic they looked on her. 

Since the Christ Church team was larger this time than on 

previous occasions, it gave greater opportunity for team 

members to sit down and engage with people - all that was 

needed was a sympathetic listener’s ear. Although there was a 

deep sense of inner sadness to see so many folk reduced to 

homelessness, there was also a sense of grace in that all folk, 

without exception were very polite, and amongst them there was 

a sense of human companionship. 

The Bethany Trust provides a vital service for these homeless 

folk, but it is only through the responses of churches across 

Edinburgh that this service can be provided.  The Christ Church 

team would like to thank all those at Christ Church who donated 

so generously to the cost of this meal and another this coming 

autumn.  Special thanks go also to my fellow Team Members. 

Footnote:  

If you are interested in joining a future Catering Team, then 

please contact Nigel Rode. 

Nigel Rode  
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The Holy Corner Nativity 

(Run by Elim, Morningside United and the Eric Liddell Centre) 
 

This was an ambitious open 

air nativity in the run up to 

Christmas performed at 

familiar landmarks around 

Holy Corner. It started at 

teatime on December 4th 

outside the hairdressers` next 

to Starbucks. Here we were 

introduced to Mary and 

Joseph, a lovely couple. 

Gabriel, with an impressive 

wingspan and standing on 

some steps by a small wall, 

imparted the message of 

what was to happen; 

Elizabeth met and comforted 

Mary in the face of Joseph`s 

initial disbelief. We, the  

crowd of spectators, moved 

on to the Bank of Scotland 

and, beside an imposing 

closed door, heard the 

exchange between Joseph 

and the Innkeepers – who 

were forthright Scotswomen. 

Suddenly we heard carolling 

from across the road. A choir, 

on the steps of the Eric 

Liddell Centre, were singing 

“While Shepherds  

Watched” and we could just 

see a Shepherd on the  

 

corner, warming his hands by 

a real fire. There then 

followed a pause while the 

crowd waited for the 

pedestrian crossing to show 

its green man so that we 

could cross the road. Then 

we stood and watched the 

shepherds talk. They were on 

the steps of a big arched 

double door, overlooking 

Chamberlain road. I had 

never seen this door opened. 

Suddenly it did and large 

quantities of dry ice billowed 

out with Gabriel in the midst 

of it looking even more 

impressive. She (in this 

production she) directed us to 

the star, and as we waited to 

cross back towards Elim 

church, a Catherine wheel 

star started spinning on the 

wall of that church. 

The choir sang again as we 

went inside to see the holy 

family in the stable. It took a 

while for us all to get in and 

settle down in the pews. In 

this nativity, the presentation 

in the temple was included, 

with Simeon, who had been   
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our narrator all along, and the 

prophetess Anna. The wise 

men were believable; they 

seemed well off and self-

confident; however, they did 

follow the star and, after 

some discussion, decided to 

do as the angel said and not 

go back via Herod. Then we 

heard Herod`s orders shouted 

from the back of the room 

and a woman, carrying a 

toddler and  accompanied by 

a four-year old and another 

child, screamed and ran 

down the steps shouting “run, 

run!”. There followed a 

stand-off between Herod and 

Gabriel. Then the cast and 

the choir foregathered. This 

was an enjoyable event for 

everyone. Will it happen next 

year? I hope so. If it does, 

don`t miss it! 

 

Christ Church Young Church 

Nativity 

This was written by Charles 

Stewart Roper and at first 

involved warmly dressed 

shepherds, smartly dressed  

angels and vocal sheep  

 

(“ahh! A talking sheep!” said 

one). It was expertly narrated 

by John Stewart Roper. It 

contained alternative 

moments, such as when one 

of the shepherds sneaked off 

to play brilliantly an 

improvised jazz shepherd 

medley and when another 

went to look for a lost sheep 

(“not part of the plan” said 

the narrator, “but then, this 

was their first Noel”). Thanks 

to the angels` ability to 

update us on the story so far, 

we saw how Mary and Joseph 

had come to be in 

Bethlehem. Further animals 

all played their parts and the 

nativity was, as always, very 

inclusive as the cast were 

joined by further well-dressed 

angels, shepherds and 

animals from the crèche for 

the final song. Other helpers 

of young church helped 

organise and it all worked very 

well. “Come now carry me to 

Bethlehem” ended the 

service. Again this is a nativity 

no one likes to miss. 

 

Jennifer Booth  
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Events 

IONA: Monday 5th to Friday 9th October 2015 
 

The Christ Church trip to Iona, led by Rev’d Nigel and Rev’d 

Maggie Rode, is open to all and will be especially suitable for 

individuals and couples. 

We will be staying at Bishop’s House (on the bottom left of the 

photograph). It was built in 1894 and is a retreat house set in its 

own grounds, situated close to Iona Abbey and looks out to the 

tranquil setting of the Sound of Iona. 

The accommodation provides eight twin and seven single rooms, 

all with wash basins and tea-tray facilities. The house has a lounge 

and library as well as the St. Columba Chapel, the Episcopal 

Church on the Isle of Iona. 

 

 

Our time there should provide us with wonderful opportunities for 

fellowship and spiritual refreshment.  
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The cost for the four night stay, full board with three meals a day 

and fresh afternoon baking is £284.  

Half board with breakfast and evening meal only is £264. 

One person in a twin room may incur a £15 per night surcharge. 

Discount of 15% is available to students and children. 

Travel arrangements and cost of travel will be determined once we 

know how many, and who, will be travelling. 

 

The accommodation is limited to just twenty three guests, so, if you 

have not already done so, then we do earnestly advise making a 

booking just as soon as possible.  

For more information contact the Church Office 

 St Martin’s Cross 
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Journeys in Faith 

   February and March   

SUNDAYS    

11.30am to 12.30pm in the Church Centre  
 
 1st February  ‘Victorian religious architecture’  Talk and discussion led by 
Dr Alex Bremner, Senior Lecturer in Architectural History, the University 
of Edinburgh College of Art, and member of Christ Church. 
 
15th February  ‘The ‘surprising’ life of a retired Bishop’  Talk and 
discussion led by Bishop Brian Smith, former Bishop of Edinburgh.   
Bishop Brian will also preach at the 10am Sung Eucharist beforehand.  
 
1st March  'The ABC of the Charlie Hebdo Affair of January 2015' 
Talk and discussion led by Professor Hugh Goddard (Director of the HRH 
Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Centre for the Study of Islam in the 
Contemporary World, University of Edinburgh), and member of Christ 
Church 
 
15th March ‘My journey to ordained ministry’ Talk and discussion led by 
Jenny Wright, final year ordinand currently on a training placement at 
Christ Church  
 
29th March ‘Finding out more about Mercy Corps’  many will remember 
the visit  of Ali MacLeod of Mercy Corps who spoke briefly at our Harvest 
service and joined us at the Harvest Lunch in October.  By popular 
demand Ali is returning to give a talk and lead a discussion on the work of 
Mercy Corps.  
  



J o u r n e y s  in  F a i t h  

19 

WEEKDAYS  
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR IN THE CHURCH CENTRE  
The Wednesday Reflection Group  starting with coffee at 10.15 am in the 
Church Centre.   
 
LENT GROUPS IN THE CHURCH CENTRE  
 (Sign up sheets for both groups at back of church or contact church 
office) 
 
Mondays 16th February to 23rd March  11.15am-12.45pm 
“Finding a Voice” Six sessions based on the film The King’s Speech led by 
Jane Green and Susan Macdonald 
 
Wednesdays 25th February to 18th March 7.30pm - 9.00pm 
“Faith in Science, Science in Faith”: Four sessions based on chapters from 
Jonathan Sacks' book 'The Great Partnership: God, Science and the 
Search for Meaning', published by Hodder (ISBN: 9780340995259) 
 Week 1: 25th 
February 

 Introduction + chs 
1,2,3 

led by Alan Shotter 

Week 2: 4th March  chs  4,5,6 led by Susan Macdonald 
Week 3: 11th March  chs  10,12,13,14 led by Hugh Goddard 
Week 4: 18th March  chs 7,8,9,11 

and summing up 
led by Howard Moody 
and  
Alan Shotter 

 

The book is available from, or can be ordered through: The Edinburgh 
Bookshop (opposite Christ Church) or Cornerstone Bookshop (under St 
John’s Princes Street). 5 copies of the book are also available for 
borrowing – please contact the church office. 
 

For further information about any of the above events, or to make 
suggestions for future events, please contact the Journeys in Faith 
Planning Group Hugh Goddard, Susan Macdonald and Alan Shotter 
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Christ Church Calendar 

“A” Group Programme 2015 
 

7th February – Windlestraw Law circuit.  Starting from Innerleithen this 
walk will take us to the highest summit in the Moorfoot Hills with grand 
views over the rolling Borders countryside. Distance 19 kilometres; 
Ascent 760 metres. OS Sheet 73  
 

7th March – Aberdour to Cramond. We will travel by train across the 
Forth Bridge to Aberdour then by way of the Fife Coastal Path with 
splendid views of the Edinburgh skyline to North Queensferry and then 
across the Forth Road Bridge with views of the Forth Bridge and the New 
Forth Crossing construction then on to the Dalmeny Estate and Cramond 
from where we return by 'bus to Edinburgh. Distance 25 kilometres; 
ascent 300 metres. OS Sheet 65  
 

Why not take this opportunity to start a collection of Munros over the 
following three months; all are within easy reach of Edinburgh and 
transport will be available: 
 

11th April – Ben Lawers and Beinn Ghlas. With a flying start from a car 
park at 410 metres, this walk will take in two Munros for a minimal 
expenditure of effort while at the same time affording great views over 
Loch Tay and beyond. Distance 10.5 kilometres; Ascent 968 metres. OS 
Sheet 51 (T. Horne 0131 667 3969) 
 

2nd May – Ben Chonzie. With a start from a car park in Glen Lednock at 
210 metres, a fairly easy climb will gain the top of this Munro from where 
fine views can be had over Loch Turret. Distance 12.5 kilometres; Ascent 
712 metres. OS Sheet 52  
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6th June – Ben Vorlich and Stuc a'Chroin.   Starting on the south shore of 
Loch Earn, a 4-kilometre walk up Glenvorlich and then more steeply up 
the north shoulder of Ben Vorlich will add a further Munro to your list. 
Splendid views over Loch Earn and across to the mountains to the North 
can be had. The route onwards to Stuc a'Chroin is rockier but will add yet 
another Munro to your list and reward you with further vistas to the 
South.  Distance13.5 kilometres; Ascent 1145 metres. OS Sheet  
 

4th July –  Laraig Ghru.   Probably the best known hill pass in Scotland; 
rising to an altitude of 835 metres and connecting Speyside and Deeside. 
The long walk is rewarded by magnificent views through the pass to the 
distant mountains and the sense of oppression of the massive 
surrounding mountains crowding the pass. Rothiemurchus Forest and the 
Forest of Mar are additional treats.  Distance 30.5 kilometres; Ascent 810 
metres. OS Sheet 36, 43   
 

1st August – The Lowther Hills. This walk takes in Green Lowther, Lowther 
Hill and East Mount Lowther. Setting off from Wanlockhead at an altitude 
of 467 metres much of the climbing is already done. The gradients are 
shallow and some of the walk is on a private tarmac road. There are 
panoramic views from the summits which are the highest in the area. 
Distance 11.5 kilometres; Ascent 541 metres. OS Sheet 78   
 

Here is an opportunity over the next three months to make a start on the 
Southern Upland Way which traverses 340 kilometres of the country from 
the North Sea to the Irish Sea: 
 

5th September – Cockburnspath to Abbey St. Bathans. The eastern end 
of the Way is a varied walk on clifftop, farmland and forestry. Pease 
Bridge and Cove Harbour are notable  sights on the route. Distance 18 
kilometres.  Ascent 230 metres. OS Sheet 67   
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3rd October – Abbey St. Bathans to Longformacus. This section of the 
Way runs beside the Whiteadder River then diverting through woods to 
eventually run alongside the Dye Water to Longformacus. Distance 12 
kilometres; Ascent 210 metres. OS Sheet  
 

7th November – Longformacus to Lauder. This longer section of the Way 
takes us past the Watch Water Reservoir to Twin Law with its distinctive 
cylindrical cairns with open views to the South. The path continues across 
open moorland to Braidshawrig and Lauder.   Distance 25 kilometres; 
Ascent 560 metres. OS Sheets 67 
 

5th December – Pentlands walk; starting from Fairmilehead a walk with 
panoramic views over the Forth Estuary and east across the Lammermuir 
Hills to the North Sea. Distance  10 kilometres;  Ascent 500 metres. OS 
Sheet 66  
 

 

B Walkers Programme 2015 
 

February 21st  Mystery Walk   7 miles  
 

March 14th    Pentlands up to 9 miles 
 

April 18th   Three Brethren    8 miles 
 

May 16th   Lamington   12 Miles  
 

June 20th Upper Tweed Valley   8 miles    
 

July 18th Morebattle to Kirk Yetholm   8 miles  
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August 15th  Traquair    7 miles  
 

September 19th Falkirk Wheel and the Kelpies 8 miles  
 

 

October 17th   Earlston   circular   8 miles  
 

November 21st  Coastal walk   7.5 miles  
 

 

December 12th Roslin   Glen   6+ miles   Jacky Figures    
 

Please contact the named organiser by the preceding Thursday so 

transport can be  arranged.  We share petrol costs.  New walkers are 

always welcome.  For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

Dates for 2015 

Sunday 22nd March Area Visitors Meeting 
Sunday 29th March 
Clocks Change 

Palm Sunday.  

Thursday 2nd April Maundy Thursday 
Friday 3rd April Good Friday 
Sunday 5th April Easter Day 
Saturday 30th May Church Outing to Tweed Valley 
Sunday 24th May Pentecost 
Sunday 31st May Bishop at Christ Church 
Sunday 28th June Annual BBQ with Young Church 

Wednesday 9th July Strawberry Lunch 
Sunday 4th October Harvest 
Sunday 1st November Annual Meeting and Lunch for Area Visitors Area 

Visitor Supporters and Pastoral Visitors  
Sunday 29th November Annual General Meeting  
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Every Week at Christ Church 

Sunday Services 

8.00am  Holy Communion (1929) 

10.00am Sung Eucharist (1982) 

With Crèche and Young Church 

Followed by coffee & the One World Shop in the hall 

 

11.30am 

 

 

11.40am 

1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday – Journeys in Faith 

Theological or Topical Discussion or Workshop in the 

Church Centre 

2nd Sunday  Silent Prayer in the side chapel 

6pm  Evening Service (see below) 

Sunday Evening Services (in the Church Centre)  

Normal pattern, exceptions as announced 

First Sunday Creative Space 

A service of readings, music and silence  

Second Sunday Prayer in the style of Taize  

Third Sunday Open Table – an informal communion service 

Fourth Sunday Sung Compline – gently chanted night prayer 

Fifth Sunday Choral Evensong (in the church) or Service in the 

Centre as advertised 
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Weekdays at Christ Church 

Monday  

8am  Morning Prayer and Holy Communion  
1pm 1st and 3rd  Mondays: Knitting Group  
6pm Evening Prayer, preceded by quiet time from 5.45pm 
Tuesday 

8am Morning Prayer and Holy Communion   

10.15am 3rd week in the Centre – Holy Corner Carers Group 

2pm Quilting Group  

2pm 4th Week: Mothers’ Union  at a member’s home 

6pm Evening prayer, preceded by quiet time from 5.45pm 

7.30pm 1st week:   Book Group 

2nd Week:  Mothers’ Union in the Centre 

Wednesday    

8am Morning Prayer and Holy Communion  

10am Gardening Group–on winter break to 4th March 

10.15am Reflection Group, Quiet Room, the  Centre (not 2nd week) 

11am Holy Communion  

2.30pm 2nd Week: Afternoon Communion followed by tea (Cameo) 

6pm Evening Prayer, preceded by quiet time from 5.45pm 

Thursday 

8am  Morning Prayer and Holy Communion 

6pm Evening Prayer, preceded by quiet time from 5.45pm 
7.30pm Choir Practice in the Church  

Friday 

8am Morning Prayer and Holy Communion  

9.45-11am Play & Praise :  

For birth to school age and their carers in the Centre 

6pm Evening Prayer, preceded by quiet time from 5.45pm 



Wh o ’s  Wh o  

 
 

Who’s Who 

Staff 

Rector Very Revd. Susan Macdonald 

Associate Priests:  Revd Maggie Rode 

    Revd Nigel Rode 

 

Assistant Priest: Revd Imre Katay-Fodor 

Director of Music: Dr Michael Green 

Church Manager: Anne Burnett Monday to Friday 

Office Assistant:  Christine Johnson Monday, Thursday, Friday morning 
 

The Church Office is normally open Monday to Thursday 9am-3pm and Friday 
9am to 1pm.   
 

Office Bearers and Vestry Members 

Rector’s Warden  Ex Officio Vestry Lindsay Graham 
People’s Warden Ex Officio Vestry Robin Morris 

Treasurer Ex Officio Vestry Kenneth Ramage 
Vestry Secretary Ex Officio Vestry Linda Brown 
Factor  Michael Herriott 
Lay Representative Ex Officio Vestry Howard Moody 

Elected Vestry Members:  Hugh Goddard, Mike McNamee, Alan Shotter,  

Mary Snow and Stuart Valentine 

No charge is made for this magazine or for ‘Inspires’ but contributions to the Treasurer are 

always acceptable.  An envelope marked Magazine may be placed on the offering plates 

 

For more information about any events in the magazine please contact 

the Church Office (229 0090 / admin@6a.org.uk) 


