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OT Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-14 
Gospel: Mark 1:40-45  

 

********************************* 

 
TEXT :[2 Kings 5:13.]  
 

Naaman’s servant said to him “If the prophet had 

told you to do something difficult would you not do 

it? How much more should you then if he says to 

you ‘wash and be clean’”  

 

1. We have had two readings about leprosy.  

 

We had a reading from the second book of Kings about 

Naaman, Commander of the King of Aram’s.  

We had a reading from St Mark’s Gospel, about the 

healing of the leper.  

 

2. I want first to suggest to you that one of these readings 

issues a challenge and command to us, and the other 

shows to us a way of responding to that challenge. 

 

3. First take the reading from Mark’s Gospel – the healing 

of the leper.  

 

4. In that passage Jesus is moved to bring healing to the 

sick – lepers. And we might ask ourselves how do we 

as Jesus disciples respond to that? How can we see 

ourselves as called to do likewise - to bring such 

healing into people’s lives. 

 

5. And when we begin to think this we may be tempted to 

think that we might hanker after a gift of simply 

stretching out our hand and zapping illness out of 

existence by a miraculous power.  

 

We may wonder why we don’t seem to have it.  

 

6. But our God has given us a power, but not in that way. 

 

7. And here we must turn to the reading we had from II 

Kings. Remember it 

 

8. Naaman, Commander of the King of Aram’s army was 

greatly esteemed by his master, but had leprosy.  When 



Elisha bid him wash in the River Jordan, Naaman felt it 

was too trivial a task for him to perform, and rebelled. 

He was almost insulted that his request for help had 

been met with a simple solution.  

 

9. Yet it was by accepting that little thing that wholeness 

and healing came to him.   

 

10. It is in the many little things that ministry is built up.  

Often we look forward to, and are willing to grasp the 

big challenges when they come. We are often 

unprepared for the little ones. 

 

11. I can still recall many years ago, being struck by 

advertising literature from I think it was the 

Commonwealth Society for the Blind, reminding us 

that the sot of an eye operation in the third world was 

about £10. 

 

12. This simple fact means that if we have a £10 note in 

our pocket we actually have the power to bring healing 

to a blind person. Many of us have been given power to 

heal that we simply do not use because they are so very 

very simple. 

 

13. Recall Cornford’s epigram on the poet Rupert Brooke 

that went:  

 

“The young Apollo in the wings stands all unprepared,  

for the awful littleness of life”. 

 

14. In the service of God it is often very little things that 

are demanded of us, and from which his greater work 

proceeds 

 

15. And the two reading we had today say two things to us: 

 

Be open to opportunities to bring good news to the 

poor. (Mark) 

Never regard tasks as too trivial for you to perform  (II 

Kings) 

 

16. For many of us, the theme of healing at this time will 

be focussing on the healing of the nations, and healing 

between cultures that clash.  

 

17. If  the First World War is in our minds it is good also to 

recall words of Studdert Kennedy – Woodbine Willie – 

a man whose self-effacing ministry in the First World 

War left its mark upon our century.  He again stressed 



the fact that it will be by many little things that we 

fulfil God’s will in our lives. 

 

18. “Sometimes I wish that I might do 

Just one grand deed and die, 

And by that one grand deed reach up 

To meet God in the sky. 

But such is not thy way O God, 

Not such is they decree, 

But deed by deed, and tear by tear, 

Our souls must climb to thee.” 

 

19. We meet together today in the context of a JOURNEY 

OF FAITH. We are each on a journey – a journey 

towards our God.   

 

20. On that journey we may hanker after doing something 

great and tremendous – something out of the ordinary 

and stupendous.  

 

21. For some few of us such a chance may come, but for 

each of us there is before us something of God that we 

can do. And we must never fall into the trap of saying, 

“That is surely too small to be of God.” 

 

22. It is “deed by deed, and tear by tear, 

Our souls must climb to” him.  

 

23. That is the calling of us all.  

 

A real healing for the world will come by many many 

little stitches sewn by each one of us into the fabric of 

God’s world. 

 

24. Naaman’s servant said to him “If the prophet had told 

you to do something difficult would you not do it? How 

much more should you then if he says to you ‘wash and 

be clean’”  [ii Kings 5:13.] 

 

AMEN 

 

 

 


