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Christmas & New Year 
Newsletter 

December 2015/January 2016 

Dear Friends 
This season of the year is one in which 
welcome and hospitality are to the fore.  
Par es, special food and drink, church 
services, ac vi es in the community, 
travelling to visit others and others travelling 
to visit us all have a part to play.  
 

Of course central to all of this for Chris ans is 
our prepara on to welcome the Christ child 
into our midst, and as we do so to remember 
how hard it was for Mary and Joseph to find a 
place for his birth, and  how so o en 
throughout Jesus’ ministry he was not 
welcomed, and at mes had “no place to lay 
his head.”    
 

So as we offer and receive hospitality over 
this season, let us be mindful of those who 

are lonely and those who have “no place to 
lay their heads, especially those who are 
fleeing their homelands hoping to find a place 
of safety to build a new future.  
 

Lord, no one is a stranger to you 
and no one is ever 
far from your loving care. 
In your kindness watch over 
refugees and exiles, 
those separated from their loved ones, 
young people who are lost, 
and those who have le  
or run away from home. 
Bring them back safely 
to the place where they long to be 
and help us always 
to show your kindness 
to strangers and those in need. Amen.  
 

Wishing you every blessing 
 

Susan Macdonald 

                 Advent Calendar    
He will come like last leaf's fall.  
One night when the November wind  
has flayed the trees to bone, and earth  
wakes choking on the mould,  
the so  shroud's folding. 
 

He will come like frost. 
One morning when the shrinking earth 
opens on mist, to find itself 
arrested in the net 
of alien, sword-set beauty. 
 

 
He will come like dark.  
One evening when the burs ng red  
December sun draws up the sheet  
and penny-masks its eye to yield  
the star-snowed fields of sky. 
 

He will come, will come, 
will come like crying in the night, 
like blood, like breaking, 
as the earth writhes to toss him free. 
He will come like child. 
      Rowan Williams 

From the Rector  
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Sundays, 11.30am – 12.30pm in the Church Centre 
 6 December  “Music of the Sco sh Reforma on” Mar n Ritchie 
17 January  “Music in the Anglican Tradi on”   Michael Green 
31 January “Funeral Planning”                             Joan Adam, Susan Macdonald  
           and a member of staff  from William 
           Purves Funeral Directors 
  7 February “The Bible in Literature”    Kate Durie  
21 February “The Eric Liddell Centre”   Dr Fraser Quin,  
           CEO Eric Liddell Centre 

BOOK GROUP 
 
7.30pm in the Church Centre 
 
Tuesday, 5 January at 7.30 
No book discussion but meeting to 
select our books for the new year  
 
Contact: Church Office 

WALKERS’ PROGRAMME 
“A” Walkers (awalkers@6a.org.uk)  
Contact: A Sho er or Church Office  

“B” Walkers (bwalkers@6a.org.uk) 
Saturday, 12 December 2015    
Roslin Glen (7 miles).  
Contact: Church office  
Saturday, 16 January  2016  
Sec on of John Muir Trail (7 miles).  
Contact: church office  
Please contact the organiser by the                   
preceding Thursday so that transport can be 
arranged. 
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BREAD & SOUP LUNCH in aid of BETHANY NIGHT SHELTER 
Back in January and again in October we had the privilege of providing a catering team for those 
who need to use the Night Shelter. All who have par cipated in the catering teams have found it to 
be a very humbling, yet inspira onal experience in which the guests genuinely appreciated the meal, 
care and a en on provided. The food and provisions for those evenings were funded by the Bread 
& Soup lunch that we held last December. 

Please contribute to this outreach by suppor ng the Bread & Soup Lunch on the 13th December in 
the Church Centre at 12pm where the funds raised will fund the provisions for future catering.  
There will also be an opportunity to learn more of the experiences and how you could be on the 
catering team for the next upcoming occasion on  26th January.   
            Contact: Nigel Rode 

St Catharine’s Homelessness Project con nues over Christmas, and likes to give each client 
a wrapped present, usually a warm hat, socks or gloves.  Gi s should be new rather than second 
hand, and can be le  in the blue box in the church porch. Thank you in an cipa on!  

 St Catharine's Convent Homeless Project offers friendship and prac cal support to homeless and 
disadvantaged people. We provide morning and evening meals, toilet and shower facili es, and 
perhaps, more importantly, a warm welcome, a listening ear and a place to call 'Home'. The project 
is staffed by a rota of about 100 volunteers who, like our clients, come from all over Edinburgh and 
the world.           Contact: Joy Holmes  

The Homeless and Christ Church  

Apart from suppor ng a dedicated homeless charity each year from cash dona ons at the Christmas 
services (this year Rowan Alba), Christ Church has a year round connec on with three homeless 
chari es— Bethany Chris an Trust, Fresh Start and St Catharine’s. On Homeless Sunday (24th 
January) representa ves from each of these three chari es will take part in our 10am service so we 
can learn more about their work and how we might support them, prayerfully, prac cally and 
financially. A er the service our guests will host stands in the hall during coffee me and around 
11.45am, for those who want to stay on, there be a 30 minute Q & A panel with the three guests.  
The panel will be chaired by Stuart Valen ne, a Christ Church vestry member and former Chief 
Execu ve of the City Mission in Glasgow. We will finish with a very simple soup and bread lunch (ie 
mug of soup and piece of bread in our hands). with dona ons for this to be split among the three 
chari es, as will be the collec ons from the services that day.  Susan Macdonald, Rector  

Fresh Start Cooker Appeal: Can you imagine having no cooker this Christmas? A cooker at 
Christmas is something many of us take for granted. But for many people who have been homeless, 
a cooker is a luxury they cannot afford. They will sit down to a cold meal on Christmas Day.  

Fresh Start’s annual Cookers for Christmas appeal raises money to ensure that previously homeless 
households in Edinburgh can cook hot meals in their own home. To contribute, look out for the 
FreshStart annual report with cooker appeal leaflets in the porch and back of Church. 

Come and sing at Christmas Time on Saturday 5 December at 6pm come along, bring your 
friends and neighbours and sing Christmas carols and songs.You will be invited to make a dona on 
to Fresh Start (there is no admission charge) and to enjoy refreshments a erwards in the Church 
Hall.             Contact: Michael Green 
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For more information contact Alex Barrett 
Christ Church Morningside Families’ Networker: 
alex@6a.org.uk        07789 852861         SC 003009 

Advent & Christmas  
for Children at CCM 

5 December  
10am-12noon in 

Church Hall Saturday 
Zone—games, crafts, 

stories, music films 
and more for P1-P7 

Children  

12 December 
12.30pm Church 

Hall Sunday 
School and 

Crèche  
Christmas Parties  

5 December 
6pm Church 

Come and Sing 
at Christmas 

Time 

20 December 10am in 
Church Advent 4 Sung 
Eucharist with Young 

Church Nativity 
(followed by 

decoration of 
Christmas Tree) 

24 December 
5pm in Church 
Christmas Eve 

Children's 
Service 
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Advent and Christmas at Christ Church Morningside 
05 December 2015 10.00am Church Hall Saturday Zone (P1-P7) 

    6.00pm  Church Come and Sing for Christmas Time 

06 December 2015 10am Church Advent 2 Eucharist 

09 December 2015   4.00pm  Holy corner Holy Corner Open Air Nativity  

12 December 2015   2.30pm Church Hall  Sunday School and Crèche 
Christmas Parties 

  
  7.00pm Church Centre A&B Walker Chirstmas Parties in 

Centre 

13 December 2015 10am Church Advent 3 Eucharist  

 12noon Church Hall Bethany Fundraiser  
Soup & Share lunch 

20 December 2015   8.00am Church Holy Communion 

  
10.00am Church 

Advent 4 Sung Eucharist with 
Young Church Nativity followed by 
decoration of Christmas Tree  

  
  6.00pm  Church Carol Service followed by 

refreshments in the Hall 

24 December 2015   8.00am  Church Morning Prayer and Holy 
Communion 

     5.00pm Church Children’s Service followed by 
refreshments in the Hall 

  11.30pm Church Midnight Sung Eucharist 

25 December 2015   9.00am Church Holy Communion 

  11.00am  Church Sung Eucharist with Carols  

27 December 2015   8.00am Church Holy Communion 

   no 10am service     

  

11.00am  Morningside 
United Church 

Joint Communion service at 
Morningside United Church 

  no evening 
service      

03 January 2016  8.00am Church Holy Communion 

  10.00am  Church Feast of Epiphany Sung Eucharist  

  no evening 
service   
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Tea, Coffee and Biscuits 
Christ Church moved to serving cafe-style tea and coffee some me ago, but you may have 
no ced some changes since then.  Along side the Fairtrade chocolate chip cookies, we are 
also serving organic cinnamon biscuits and also oat cookies made in the Gorgie Workshops 
run by Garvald Edinburgh. We have also recently changed to a new supplier of Fairtrade 
coffee so you may no ce a different taste. 
Both the changes were the result of feedback from you so please do let us know what you 
think. On UK and Overseas Support day, we served coffee from a central point and being 
more visible, received a lot of (mainly posi ve!) comments: cinnamon biscuits are par cularly 
popular!            Many thanks  Sarah Green 

Each year cash collections at our Christmas services are divided equally among 
three charities from the following categories nominated by our UK & Overseas 
Support Committee: 

Mental Health or Special Needs (2014 Royal Edinburgh Community Gardens) 

Children or the Elderly (2014 Hopscotch – giving kids a break) 

Homeless or Others in Crisis (2014 Fresh Start) 
 

In 2015 our Christmas Charities are: 
The Wester Hailes Health Agency seeks to enable local people to 
take action that makes a positive impact on their own and their 
community’s physical, mental and emotional well-being. 

www.whhealthagency.co.uk 

Edinburgh Direct Aid delivers aid to refugee children and 
their parents. 

www.edinburghdirectaid.org 

Rowan Alba services work across 
Scotland today to support vulnerable 
people on their journey to a home of 
their own.  

www.rowanalba.org 

 

Urgent call for Coffee time helpers, especially for the first, third and fi h 
Sundays.   Many people value our cafe style coffee break...but its success 
depends on the hard work of just a few dedicated people, and we need to 
spread the load. Please consider volunteering to join the rota, even if you 
can only offer to help occasionally.  
Contact Ceci Stephens on 446 0922 or email cecilia.stephens67@gmail.com  
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For the season of Lent 2016 we are putting 
together a programme to support people who 
want to reflect on what it means to be a 
Christian; whether you are new to faith or simply 
want to grow in your faith, this programme is 
open to everyone. The course will run over the 6 
weeks until Easter and will be a mix of get-
togethers and online resources. More detailed 
information will be available in the New Year 
and will be given in the Sunday notice sheets 
and in the February/March newsletter.    

      Susan Macdonald, Rector and Lindsay Graham, Rector’s Warden  

NEW - Christ Church Film evenings 

One Monday evening in early November, 21 members of Christ Church came along to the 
Church Centre to watch Selma, the 2014 historical drama based on the life of Mar n Luther 
King and the 1965 Selma to Montgomery vo ng rights marches. During a break in the film 
and a erwards we discussed some of the issues raised by the film over wine, juice and 
delicious homemade nibbles.    

Many recent and older films raise moral, social and faith issues relevant to our lives as 
Chris ans in society and the idea of choosing some of these and watching them together with 
others with the opportunity to share reac ons, experience and relevance to our own lives 
had been developing over the last few months resul ng in this first film evening.  

The event was enjoyed and appreciated by those who came along and it is proposed that 
further film with discussion evenings be held on occasional Mondays throughout 2016. The 
next will be on Monday 18 January at 6.45pm in the Centre when we will watch Paddington.  
Paddington’s story reflects that of the modern migrant. The film deals with migra on, 
refugees, asylum seekers and human rights in an accessible way and will provide 
opportuni es for discussion on these very topical issues. 

Sor ng technical glitches, choosing appropriate start and finishing mes and allowing 
sufficient me for discussion as well as for socialising over refreshments will all be reviewed 
for future occasions.  We already have a list of films suggested for film future evenings and 
would be glad to receive further sugges ons. A sign-up sheet will be available at the back of 
church from 3 January and we hope to see you there.         Jane Green and Susan Macdonald 



 

Christ Church Morningside          www.christchurchmorningside.org          Registered Charity SC003009 

DEADLINE  
The deadline for the next edi on – which will be a Magazine as well as a Newsle erfor February/March— 

is Sunday, 10th January 2016.   
The theme for the magazine is “New Beginnings,” please email submissions to magazine@6a.org.uk  

or leave material in church centre le er box marked ‘Magazine.’   
This will be the first edi on of our new look magazine  

STAFF 
Rector: Very Revd. Susan Macdonald    

Associate Priests:   

 Revd Maggie Rode  

 Revd Nigel Rode    

Assistant priest:  Rev Imre Katay-Fodor    

Director of Music:  Dr. Michael Green   

Assistant Organist: Kat Whigham 

Families’ Networker:  Alex Barrett    

Factor: Michael Herriott  

Church Manager:  Dorothea Nelson    

Office Assistant:     Christine Johnson   

VESTRY  
Chair: The Rector  

Rector’s Warden: Lindsay Graham       

People’s Warden: Robin Morris            

Treasurer:  Kenneth Ramage             

Secretary:  Alison Amin  

Lay Representative:  Howard Moody    

Elected Vestry members:  

Mike McNamee, Alan Shotter, Mary Snow, 

Stuart Valentine and Helen Wosu. 

All staff and vestry members can be contacted by telephone or email 
through the Church Office:  0131 229 0090 or admin@6a.org.uk 

Office opening hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm  
 

Website: www.christchurchmorningside.org 
Twitter  @CCMEdin    Facebook   Christ Church Morningside  

CONTACTS  

Would you like to receive your magazine and newsletter in paper format rather than electronically?   
Please let the office know if you would like to change from electronic to paper or vice versa. 

Vestry News 
It was another blustery and cold November night when all the members of Vestry were blown into 
the Rectory. As we shook off our wet clothes, there was a warm cuppa wai ng. There were two 
main items of business - the upcoming AGM and the restora on work in 2016. For the AGM, 
everyone was keen to let the congrega on know about the ways we have been looking at improving 
the communica on both to the congrega on and outside. This was mainly around the website, our 
new twi er account and the magazine. Stuart Valen ne talked about all our followers on twi er, 
though it was agreed we weren't exactly trending yet, it's building slowly! Michael Herrio  and 
Kenneth Ramage gave a very good overview of the restora on work and the improvements for the 
hall - including it actually being warm in winter! While they demonstrated the ease with which 
£50,000 could be raised to complete the budget for the work, Mary Snow and Lindsay Graham 
started to plan the "fun" in fundraising, with social events and maybe even a fashion show for 2016. 
Every vestry mee ng is lively and interes ng, and it certainly looks like 2016 will be a busy year! 


